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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH. 


Tux following discourse was delivered by President Joseph F. Smith at 
the General Conference of the Church, in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, 
Friday, October 5, 1894 :— 

I feel that I can certainly bear my testimony to those things which I 
have heard this morning, and I am very grateful to our Heavenly Father 
that we have so many evidences of His kindness and mercy towards Zion. 
We are constantly called upon from almost every quarter of the globe for 
more Elders to be sent out to preach the Gospel, and we have found it 
somewhat difficult to supply the demand, although the calls that are made 
upon the Elders are as a rule responded to with pleasure and alacrity, 
The general answer made by the Elders is: “I feel honored to be con- 
sidered worthy to be called to go on a mission, and with the help of the 
Lord, I will be on hand at the time appointed.” But all of the answers 
are not of this kind. Occasionally, and especially of late, we receive 
replies that run somewhat in this way: “I am pleased to be honored with 
a call to go on a mission. But I am sorry to say that at present I do not 
see how it is possible for me to respond. Iam in debt, and my affairs are 
in such a shape that it would be impossible for me to arrange them so 
that I could leave upon the mission at the time appointed, and I would be 
pleased if you could grant me six months’ or a year's time, and I will 
endeavor to straighten up my affairs and by that time be ready to respond 
to the call.” Of late we have had quite a number of responses of this kind 
from the Elders. Of course, we regret this, not only because we need their 
services in the missionary field, but because it grieves us to know that our 

thren are in debt. As we are passing through a time of stringency and 
ty of means, it is the best time, probably, that we will experience to 
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pay our debts, to get square with the world, and then resolve in our minds 
that for the future we will keep out of debt as far as possible. I have 
noticed that in times when money is plentiful and everything is flourish- 
ing the people are more prone to incur obligations than when they are liable 
to fail in meeting them. In time of scarcity it is easier to economize, to 
retrench and to settle up our obligations as far as we can. 

We have demands for missionaries for Holland, and we search all over 
the country to find Hollanders who can go back to their native land to 
preach the Gospel. We find it difficult, however, to meet the calls that 
are made upon us for missionaries to that land. We are constantly called 
upon for Norwegians and Swedes to go to their native lands to preach the 
Gospel, and we find it somewhat difficult to obtain a sufficient number for 
this purpose. It is not so difficult to find Danes to go to Denmark. We 
are generally pretty well supplied with Elders of this nationality. We 
need Elders to go to Germany. It seems hard to find good, bright, in- 
telligent men who can speak the German language and who can go to 
Germany to preach the Gospel. The Gospel is being opened up remark- 
ably in that land, and religious toleration is enlarging there. We have 
had calls made upon us for Elders to go to the Holy Land, and we find 
it difficult to supply the demand. It is the same in other directions. Not 
that Elders are scarce; but to find those who are really suited for these 
calls is what makes it difficult. When a man is wanted to go to Sweden, 
we want to send a man that can talk Swedish; to Norway, a man who can 
talk Norwegian; to Germany, a man who can talk German. When we 
send Elders to the islands of the sea we are under the necessity of calling 
young men who are capable of acquiring with facility a knowledge of a 
foreign language. In consequence of this it is not an easy task to obtain 
a sufficient number of Elders to meet the calls that are made upon us. In 
addition to this,as I have said, when Elders are called upon, one is in 
debt and cannot go; another has married a wife, must make a home and 
cannot go; another has bought him a farm and he cannot go; and another 
has entered land and he has to stay until his time to prove up shall come; 
and there are a number of excuses of this kind, which add to the difficulty 
we experience in meeting the many calls that are made upon us. But it 
must be said that these are the exceptions. The rule is that those who 
are called upon respond cheerfully, and this is very gratifying. 

You will please excuse me for talking a little about missionaries. There 
is a committee of Apostles appointed to look directly after the calls that 
are made for Elders to go out to preach the Gospel, and I happen to be a 
member of that committee; therefore, I have something to do in relation 
to these matters. The word of wisdom, also, concerning which Brother 
Young has been speaking, has something to do with these matters. For 
when we call upon a young man to go upon a mission and we find that he 
is addicted to the pernicious habit of using tobacco, it is an obstacle to his 
going. It will not do to send a man out to preach the Gospel with a 
cigarette, or a cigar, or a pipe in his mouth. It is a sorry thing to know 
that numbers of the young men of Zion who ought to be fitting themselves 
for any position in the Kingdom of God are addicted to this pernicious 
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habit of smoking tobacoo. Brother Heber J. Grant, probably, when he 
shall talk to you, will tell you about how many hundred thousand of 
dollars’ worth of tobacco is smoked every year. The amount would 
astonish you. Brother Heber is a mathematician, and he has been 
making calculations upon this subject, the result of which will astonish 
you, I think. A young man who is addicted to these habits of using 
tobacco and drinking is not a fit subject for a mission. He is under the 
necessity of reforming before he can become qualified to go out to preach 
the Gospel to the world. Then think of it for a moment—the idea of 
calling a young man to go out to preach the Gospel who needs to be 
preached to, and to reform! Is it not a sad reflection on the youth of 
Zion that there should be a single young man in Israel who, when 
called upon to take a mission, would have to undergo radical changes in 
himself in order to be prepared for that glorious work? We do not send 
young men abroad to preach the Gospel, if we know it, who are 
addicted to any pernicious practices. We must send young men that 
are exemplary in every way; who are pure-minded and faithful, and 
who will go out into the world and do good, not only by precept, but 
by example also. I do not know whether there are any young men in 
this conference who need preaching to upon this subject, but there may 
be a good many fathers here who have sons that will be called to go out 
to the world to preach the Gospel, and I would like to enjoin it upon the 
young men that are here and upon the fathers and mothers of the young 
men that are not here that from this time forth they will not their 
minds upon pruning out all these dry branches and bringing themselves 
to the standard that is set for us in the Kingdom of God, that when we 
are called upon for anything we shall be ready and be willing to say: 
“Here I am; the Lord can command me, and I am ready to obey His 
commands.” 

It is important, therefore, that we should observe the Word of Wisdom 
that has been given to us. If the members of the Cnurch were to abstain 
one year from the use of tobacco, intoxicating drinks, and tea and coffee, 
there would remain in this country enough money to pay every debt owed 
by the people. Talk about hard times and scarcity of money, when we 
are paying hundreds of thousands of dollars every year for these articles 
that are injurious and hurtful, unfitting us for the ministry and for good 
standing in the Church of God. The money expended for these articles is 
not kept in this territory; for these things are not produced here. They 
are articles that have to be imported from abroad, and every dollar that is 
expended for them by the Latter-day Saints goes out of the country. If 
there was no other cause than this, it would be ample cause for a scarcity 
of means in the territory. We believe that it is unwise for us to expend 
our means in this direction. It is doubly unwise. In the first place, it is 
unwise for the reason that these articles do not give us health or vitality. 
They are not necessary to life or to health. They are only necessary to 
our supposed happiness in so far as we have become happy in a pernicious 
practice. The drunkard becomes a slave to his drink; others become 
slaves to the use of tea, coffee, and tobacco, and therefore they consider 
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them necessary to their happiness; but they are not really necessary to 
their happiness nor to their health. Indeed, they are injurious to health. 
You cannot find an intelligent physician in the world that will tell you 
these things are not hurtful for common use. Every man that knows any- 
thing about the laws of life will tel] you that the use of these articles is 
injurious to the human system. Yet we will use them, in defiance of the 
laws of nature and the word of the Lord unto us. Thus it is an evil and 
wrong. Furthermore, it is wrong because it takes our means from us and 
gives it to the stranger. Probably every drop of spirituous liquor con- 
sumed by those who profess to be Latter-day Saints is imported from 
abroad. Consequently every dollar that is expended for it goes abroad. 
We have a number of breweries, I am sorry to say, in Salt Lake City, and 
there are a number of people engaged in the brewing of beer. Of course, 
the money that is spent in this direction does not go abroad; but it isa 
business that is calculated to build up no one but the brewer and the vendor 
of his product. It does not build up the man that buys and drinks the 
beer. It does not give him strength nor health. The brewer and the 
seller may become rich and build palaces out of this business; but they 
are the only ones that are benefited by this traffic, while those who 
patronize them only become the poorer for it. But aside from all this, 
the thing is, it is wrong for the Latter-day Saints to do it. The Lord has 
jaid down a rule for us to go by. He has told us what is good for man and 
what is not good for man; and if we will only humble ourselves and 
acknowledge that the Lord knows what is best for us, and do as He 
tells us, we will begin to see the effects of it and be able to appreciate the 
beauties of it better than we can now. It is by putting the word of the 
Lord into practice that we will be able to appreciate it, not by simply 
looking upon it without doing it. When we do the will of the Lord, then 
shall we know of the doctrine, that it is of God; then shall we build upon 
the rock; then when the floods descend and the storms beat upon the 
house, it will not fall. 

Let us be doers of the word, and not hearers of it only. Let us keep the 
commandments of God, and not merely pretend to believe in them; for it 
is an axiom among mankind that when a man says he believes in some- 
thing and yet does not do it, he either is deceiving himself or he is trying 
to deceive others; but when a man believes a thing and puts it into prac- 
tice he is consistent. A man should walk according to his belief or his 
knowledge of that which is good. He must be consistent with his profes- 
sions, or God will reject him. These are my sentiments. I believe in 
obeying the commandments of God, or else get out of the way. We ought 
not to be stumbling blocks to those who are trying to enter in at the door. 
God will hold us responsible for this. If there is a man on earth that has 
done wrong because I have set him the example, I am in some measure 
responsible for that wrong, and I will have to pay the debt in some way. 
Therefore, that I may not be a stumbling block; that I may not stand at 
the door and hinder those who would enter, but that I may be an assist- 
ance to those that are faltering, | want to be consistent with my profes- 
sions and do the things that Iam commanded todo. No doubt I fail in 
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a great many things, and others may see my weaknesses and failings much 
better than Ido. We have not all yet attained the power to see ourselves 
as others see us, yet it stands to reason that every man ought to know 
himself better than his neighbor, and I believe that every intelligent man 
does know himself better than anybody else, unless it may be his wife or 
his children. Of course, your wife knows you better than you do yourself, 
and your children have a great deal of knowledge concerning you. If 
there are any defects, or virtues either, in a man, the wife and the children 
will be pretty apt to see them, because he is right with them, and they see 
every side of his life—in his unguarded moments, in his thoughtless hours, 
as well as when he is on his knees before the Lord. They know him on 
every hand. And when a man’s wife and children respect and honor him 
because of his good examples, you may depend upon it he is a pretty good 
My brethren and sisters, may God bless you, and help us all to live 
‘righteously. May we keep the commandments of God, save our means at 
home, pay our debts, be free men and free women, and not bondmen and 
bondwomen, as many of us are to-day. Many of us are in the bondage of 
debt, and it may be difficult for us to get out of it; but if we possibly can 
get out of it in honor, let us bend all our efforts to that end and do it; 
that when we are called to go on missions we can say: “Yes, I am ready 
and willing to go,” and what is more, “I do not owe anybody, and I have 
the means to go with, and to provide for my family while I am gone, that 
they shall not become a charge upon the Bishop.” If this people will only 
quit using strong drinks, and tea and coffee, and tobacco in any shape, 
and then cut off a great many foolish extravagances that they have become 
addicted to, they will have abundance of means to provide for themselves 
and their families; and with all, they will have health, the destroyer 
shall pass them by, they shall run and not be weary, walk and not faint, 
and they shall have access to the treasures of knowledge and of wisdom. 
For these are the promises that have been made to those who will keep the 
Word of Wisdom. God grant that we may be able to do it; is my prayer 
in the name of Jesus. Amen. 


2 TEMPTATIONS AND TRIALS. 


— 


“BLEssED is the man that endureth temptation; for when he is tried he 
shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to them that 
love him.”—James i: 1, 2. 

From the cradle to the grave we are ina field of experience. We pass 
through many trials; we are beset with various temptations. It is natural 
for the human race to try to avoid these experiences; we are desirous of 
sailing on smooth waters. According to Zechariah the righteous are to be 
refined as silver, and tried as gold is tried.. If we are acquainted with the 
process by which gold and silver are refined, we can then obtain a glimpse 
of the trying ordeal mankind have to pass through in this life. Jesus 
Christ “descended below all things,” in order that He might be “in all 
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Man came upon earth that he might gain an experience. To obtain it 
and to be proved, he must be tempted so he can distinguish the difference 
betwixt the good and the evil—the bitter and the sweet. Could we in our 
childhood’s days, comprehend what a vast amount of trouble, how many 
trials and temptations, would beset us, and see the various vicissitudes 
ahead of us, we would shudder and almost think it impossible to stand 
up and face the battle of life. 

As a general rule the severest trials come after the nuptial knot is tied ; 
you see the devoted, faithful mother watching over her infant child. The 
pain she bore for her darling when it first saw the light of day produced 
within her bosom an ardent love for it. In the hour of sickness her watch- 
ful eye was over it. Oh, the hours of grief mothers have spent in mourning 
the loss of loved ones! And the father too has shared with his wife in 
her sorrows. Many times with a sad heart has he plodded on to his daily 
avocation, burning up with anxiety for the loved one stretched upon the 
couch of sickness at home. 

But the most important trials are those suffered purely for the Gospel’s 
sake. Our Savior promised his followers they should meet trials in the 
shape of persecution: “Blessed are they which are persecuted for right- 
eousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when 
men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil 
against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great 
is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were 
before you.”—Matthew v: 10—12. 

The tempter is ever on the alert to lead us astray. He knows our weak- 
nesses. In trials or trouble he offers alluring inducements. Those verging 
into manhood and womanhood he endeavors to lead away from the path 
of virtue. And how very often does he place barriers in the way to 
hinder the righteous from faithfully serving their Maker! 

While the Prophet Joseph Smith was a prisoner in Liberty jail, Clay 
County, Missouri, March, 1839, the Lord gave him some comforting words 
of instruction, a portion of which is as follows: “If thou art called to pass 
through tribulation; If thou art in perils among false brethren, if thou art 
in perils among robbers; if thou art in perils by land or by sea; If thou 
art accused with all manner of false accusations; if thine enemies fall 
upon thee; if they tear thee from the society of thy father and mother 
and brethren and sisters; and if with a drawn sword thine enemies 
tear thee from the bosom of thy wife, and of thine offspring, and 
thine elder son, although but six years of age, shall cling to thy 
garments, and shall say: My father, my father, why can’t you stay 
with us? Oh, my father, what are the men going to do with you? 
and if then he shall be thrust from thee by the sword, and thou be 

to prison, and thine enemies prow! around thee like wolves 
for the blood of the lamb. And if thou shouldst be cast into the pit, 
or into the hands of murderers, and the sentence of death passed upon 
thee, if thou be cast into the deep; if the billowing surge conspire against 
thee; if fierce winds become thine enemy; if the heavens gather black- 
ness, and all the elements combine to hedge up the way; and above all, if 
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the very jaws of hell shall gape open the mouth wide after thee, know 
thou, my son, that all these things shall give thee experience, and shall be 
for thy good.”—Doc. and Cov., sec. 122. 

Consolation can also be taken from the following words of James i: 2, 3. 
“My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations, 
knowing this that the trying of your faith worketh patience.” To peruse 
the Faith-promoting series, published in Salt Lake City, is edifying, and 
strengthening to our faith. In these short sketches we read of the many 
trials and experiences prominent members of our church have passed 
through in early days. Read the lives of our great men—Joseph Smith, 
Brigham Young, John Taylor, Wilford Woodruff and other prominent 
pillars of the church, and what is more important than all, the life of our 
Savior. Reflect upon His temptation in the wilderness and His sufferings 
in the Garden of Gethsemane and upon the cross. Are your trials greater 
than those of the Redeemer and the worthy men I have mentioned? Take 
consolation when you read the lives of such noble men. 

The events of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints from 
its organization until the arrival of the weary pioneers in the Rocky 
Mountains, furnish subjects from which many pictures could be painted, 
and stories recited which would cause the heart of the bravest to ache. 
But although the Saints have passed through so many heart rending 
scenes let us remember that our Eternal Father still lives, He is watching 
over the destinies of man. “Vengeance is mine. I will repay.” 

In the hour of trial and temptation, let us pray earnestly to our Heavenly 
Father, who hears and answers prayer. Implore Him that He will ever 
abide with us. It is a source of joy to read the beautiful expressions of 
our Savior: “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am 
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light.“ In conclusion, let us be patient in 
trials and in temptations. By them we are gaining experience to fit and 
prepare us for an exaltation in the kingdom of God. 

„Fear not I am with thee; O, be not dismayed, 
For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid; 
T’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, 


Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.” 
R. AVESON. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


There is a place in Arizona where it is believed that the Aztecs stopped in their emigra- 
tion from unknown regions to Mexico, where Cortez and the Spaniards found them early 
in the sixteenth century. 

It is not generally known that a letter posted in Paris at mid-day can be delivered in 
London at eight o’clock p.m. by means of an Express Messengers” arrangement—a 
great boon to all professions and to business men. 

It is an odd fact that the second oldest settlement in the United States is west of the 
Mississippi River. It is Santa Fe, New Mexico, and it yields only to St Augustine in 
antiquity. It was settled by the Spanish from Mexico long before the English landed at 
Jamestown. 


— 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1894. 


HOW CAN THE CHURCHES UNITE? 


Very much has been said of late by different parties on the subject of 
uniting all the Christian Churches into one great body. As time goes on 
there seems to be an increase of division and a consequent multiplication 
of sects, all claiming to teach the principles contained in the Bible. 
Missionaries to heathen nations labor unceasingly to bring benighted souls 
into the light, but those converted afterwards discover that the mission- 
aries themselves do not agree. In reading the New Testament they find 

enjoining unity and harmony both in the teachings and in the 
works of the followers of Jesus, but finding how conflicting are the belief 
and practice of the various Christian sects they become confused. In the 
Christian nations many are led to infidelity or agnosticism by the same 
observations of disagreement between the Bible and the teachings of its 
professed expounders. All students of history know that there has not 
been complete harmony in the Christian Church at any time since the 
days of the ancient Apostles. The exhortations and warnings of Peter 
and of Paul show that even in their day men arose who were ambitious 
for place in the Church. The division began then and has continued to 
the present. When the Pope of Rome exercised his greatest power his 
authority was not acknowledged by the Eastern or Greek Church. 
The officers in the two great bodies, Roman and Greek Catholics, have 
sought to elevate themselves at the expense of their religious rivals, and 
they have not been particular as to the rightfulness of the means employed 
to accomplish their ends. They have excommunicated each other several 
times, both claiming to have the power to do this. At times there has 
been a deadly hatred between them, instead of that love which Christ 
enjoined upon His followers, even for their enemies. 

On different occasions men of high positions in both Churches have 
desired a reconciliation of their differences; so also since the Reformation 
we find prominent officials of the Protestant denominations who would 
have been glad to see a union of all Christians. The great difficulty has 
been and still is that to bring this about mutual concessions would have 
to be made. It is doubtful if the Greeks would admit the superiority of 
the Pope over their own Patriarchs; and it is perhaps less probable that 
the Roman Catholics would acknowledge the error of their position for so 
many centuries. Then all the Protestant denominations would have to be 
consulted, and each of these would contend for at least a part of ita own 
particular creed.¥ Any one of the numerous denominations would desire 
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a union, provided it could be brought about by all others becoming 
swallowed up in that one. 

It is evident that no plan has yet been proposed by any of the eminent 
divines which will answer the designed purpose. Solong as only a portion 
of the scriptures are accepted as applicable to our day there will always 
be a contention regarding which part should be accepted. Men, too, have 
evidently forgotten that God is at the head of the true Church and that 
He should have a voice in the matter of conducting it. He is not the 
author of the interminable dissensions, divisions, and contentions in the 
world. Since the voice of inspiration ceased in the church, schisms, 
heresies, sects, and parties have grown to so fearful an extent that man’s 
wisdom is utterly powerless to restore unity and harmony. 

Among all the reformers who have attempted to set matters right there 
is no one who claimed that God had directly called him for the work he 
undertook. Luther, Zwingli, Calvin, Knox, Wesley, and a host of others 
saw that something was wrong; but have they brought the world any 
nearer to a religious union than it was! These men accomplished much 
good, yet which of their organizations can come before the people and 
show that itis the Church of Christ, identical in all its parts with the 
original organization? Not one of them. Then how can they expect the 
rest of the world to unite with them? 

The Scriptures predict a time when the Kingdom of God shall fill the 
whole earth; when every knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess 
the divinity of Messiah. Hundreds of sincere and devout people are 
anxiously waiting and praying for that happy time to come. But the 
great majority of them, although daily petitioning God to hasten theday, 
are unwilling that He shall tell them what to do that their prayers may be 
answered. They want Him to perform something, but insist that He shall 
do it in their way or not at all. Until that disposition is overcome and 
men are ready to obey the voice of inspiration, by complying with the 
teachings of the Scriptures, how can they hope for a falfilment of their 
predictions? 

When the spirit of humility, and desire for the truth 8 uppermost 
in the minds of humanity the time of union will not be far distant. Truth 
never can contradict itself, and therefore so far as people learn the truth, 
just that far will they be united. In all discussions the arguments are 
sought to be based on facts commonly accepted. The Bible being the set 
of facts or authority to which all Christian denominations appeal, why is it 
that they do not come to an agreement? The reason is that they are not 
willing to abide by the word of God, but are anxious to retain the 
positions which they ocoupy. Many of them instead of a desire to know 
the truth seem afraid of discovering it because they would have to reform 
their lives. So long as position is valued above truth, and salaries are pre- 
ferred to salvation we need not hope for a union of the churches. 

When Jesus came to the Jews He found them in a condition similar to 
that of the world to-day. They were divided into sects and parties, each 
of which looked upon the others as enemies. The Gospel of charity and 
love for enemies was too much for the Pharisees and Sadducees. They 
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looked upon it as impossible to love those who opposed them. The fault 
was in themselves, however, and not in the Gospel. Those who obeyed it 
proved that they could love their enemies; the Spirit of God came upon 
them, and made them anxious for the salvation of their fellows; charity 
became so prominent a feature of their disposition, that they united both 
spiritually and temporally and had all things common. The account of 
those early Saints contains a lesson which the modern world would do 
well to learn. It was not the plan of Peter, James, John, or of any man, 
which brought the followers of Christ into such harmony. No Cardinal, 
Archbishop, Pope, nor Priest had gone into his study and racked his brains 
to bring forth a scheme whereby the Saints might live in unity. The 
voice of God had been sought, and He had not left His children to them- 
selves, but had shown them the way. 

The Lord has made to the world an offer of deliverance from their diffi- 
culties in our day; if they will accept it, their troubles will be at an end; 
but He wishes men to understand that all glory is to be givento Him. No 
one shall rise up in His church and say “I did this.” It was this require- 
ment that made the Savior's message so hard to accept in His day, and 
that is the reason why people are now so much opposed to the same Gospel 
as He taught. The world would immortalize the name of any man who 
should evolve a scheme for the permanent union of all Christianity. He 
would be among the greatest of canonized saints. It is too late now how- 
ever for man to attempt this with any hope of success. God has already 
given it to the world, and what He has given is the only way that will 
ever accomplish the desired end. 

That plan is the Gospel as formerly taught by the Savior, and as now 
given to the world through the Prophet Joseph Smith. It is not Joseph 
Smith’s, nor any other man’s idea that the Latter-day Saints are teaching; 
it is the plain and simple truths of heaven. The world can unite under 
its banner, for the mottoes written thereon are: “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good-will to men.“ “I come not to do 
mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.” 

Will the world accept of the gift offered? Are the teachers of religion 
ready to unite on the platform of universal brotherhood? Can the modern 
Pharisees break the hardened shell of prejudice in which they are encased 
and allow the light of inspiration to illumine their minds! Are they will- 
ing to discard the ritualistic dogmas of men, and replace them by the 
principles of the lowly Nazarene? So long as a negative reply is given to 
these questions, so long will the difficulties of the religious world increase ; 
when an affirmative answer can be given, not in words, but in the actions 
of life then can we realize the fond dreams of a lasting union. un 


ARRTVALS.— The following named Utah Elders arrived in Liverpool per 
American Line steamer Kensington on December 14, 1894. For the British 
Mission—Henry Coulam and Charles B. Strong of Salt Lake City. For 
the Scandinavian Mission—James P. Jensen of Draper; William George- 
son of Weston; and Bengt Peterson of Heber City. Elder Amos Clarke 
of Newton came on genealogical business. 
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RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS.—Elder Charles Tillotson has been honor- 
ably released from presiding over the Norwich Conference, to return home, 
December 27, 1894. 

Elder Joseph H. Turley has been honorably released from his labors as 
Traveling Elder in the Birmingham Conference, to return home, December 
27, 1894. 

Elder Willard Call is appointed to preside over the Norwich Conference. 

Elder Charles B. Strong is appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in the 
London Conference. 

Elder Henry Coulam is appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in the 
Leeds Conference. 


FROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


Exper C. A. Catuis President of the Irish Conference writes from Belfast 
dated Dec. 10, 1894, as follows: “When the Gospel was first introduced into 
Ireland, there were many honest souls in whose bosoms its sound struck 
a responsive chord. But the main body of the people would not listen. 
Often the efforts of the Elders to teach them the Gospel of the Redeemer 
were rewarded with persecution. The late President Taylor undaunted by 
opposition proclaimed the ‘Glad Tidings’ to the people of this country 
with characteristic zeal and ability. A few of the Saints who welcomed 
him to the ‘Emerald Isle,’ still reside here. They revere his memory, and 
with moistened eyes relate incidents which transpired in connection with 
the labors in Ireland of that devoted and inspired Apostle. For a number 
of years afterwards missionary work was discontinued; a circumstance 
which caused many unfriendly persons to exult over what they thought 
was the collapse of ‘Mormonism’ in the home of the shamrock. These 
rejoicings, however, were shortlived, for the music of the Gospel again 
sounded when Apostle John Henry Smith succeeded to the Presidency of 
the European Mission. Since then our Elders have been laboring here 
continuously and a number of honest souls have been gathered out. Our 
open-air meetings although well attended have not been noted for the 
courtesy our listeners have shown us. While we were addressing one of 
these gatherings recently we were interrupted in a provoking but effectual 
manner. An individual armed with an unappreciated instrument known 
as a fog-horn came close to where we were speaking and blew a blast so long 
and loud that it was impossible for us to be heard. Others encouraged 
and added to this hideous noise which continued until they succeeded in 
abruptly terminating our meeting. Yet the Lord made the ‘wrath of 

man’ to praise Him in this instance; for two of those who witnessed this 
disgraceful scene were led to investigate the Gospel, and were baptized 
last week. The Lord is blessing our efforts to bring His children ‘out of 
darkness into light.’ Within the last four weeks sixteen souls have been 
added unto the Church by baptism and one more has applied for that ordin- 
ance. The prospects for more additions are very promising. An incident 
occurred in connection with the above that illustrates the power of faith 
and the readiness of God to assist His children, even though they are sur- 
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rounded by adverse circumstances, to obey the Gospel. Among those who 
applied for baptism was a lady who for several months has been an invalid 
unable to leave her bed. One of the Elders through the medium of a tract 
secured an interview with her. He taught the Gospel to this sincere 
inquirer and bore his testimony to its divinity. After earnest prayer to 
God for guidance she became convinced that it was her duty to yield 
obedience to the principles of the Gospel. Through the goodness of God 
she was enabled to leave her bed for the first time in five months, and she 
traveled a distance of thirty miles to be baptized. Since then this faithful 
sister has enjoyed much better health, and together with her husband 
and children who were baptized at the same time rejoices in praising the 
Almighty for their emancipation from spiritual bondage. The Saints in 
this conference are satisfied with the faith which they have embraced. 
Excellent’meetings, appreciated for the holy and peaceful influence of the 
Spirit of God, comfort and encourage them. Bound together by a feeling 
of love for each other, and for the Gospel, they try to live their religion 
and keep sacred their covenants; this happy state makes association with 
them the sweetest joy of missionary life. 

Elder E. W. Robinson, writing from Aleppo, Syria, in a ‘letter dated 
November 26, 1894, says: “I have had quite a varied experience in Turkey 
—sometimes easy, sometimes hard, but always interesting. Leaving Bey- 
rout I went with Brother Clark down to Haifa, a city located at the foot 
of Mount Carmel. There I spent a week with the Saints, and very much 
enjoyed reading the account in I Kings of Elijah’s cave and his experience 
with the prophets of Baal on that historic mountain ; I visited the cave in 
which tradition says he took refuge, and brought therefrom a rock. I 
also visited the tombs in that vicinity supposed to be the work of the 
Phenicians, or Philistines. Going down we went ashore at the ‘strong’ 
city, Tyre, known in history as the mother of Carthage, and the home of 
the expert workmen whom King Hyrum sent to assist in the building of 
Solomon’s temple. But perhaps it is best known for having so long with- 
stood the attack of Alexander the Great. It was formerly on an island 
but the causeway which that monarch constructed from the mainland to 
the city converted the island into a peninsula. I viewed with great in- 
terest this fallen city, for it is now only the shadow of its former greatness. 
Returning, I was alone and went ashore at Sidon (Zidon) another place 
which figured conspicuously in early times: Brother Clark remained in 
Haifa, and he is indeed in good hands for the few church members there 
are excellent people. I enjoyed my visit with them very much. I was 
alone in Beyrout about six weeks and then proceeded to this city. To 
reach here I traveled about thirty-six hours by steamer and three days by 
horse. It is inland from the north-eastern extremity of the Mediterranean 
Sea. At Alexandretta, my books were all taken from me with the promise 
that I should receive them here in Aleppo. I have filed a complaint with 
the American Consul and he says he will try to procure them. He does 
not speak English. Aleppo is old and quaint, and its bazar resembles a 
great fair. The city is beautiful, seen from the hill tops as one approaches, 
but within it is crowded and dirty. This is a characteristic of Muslim 
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cities. Constantinople, viewed from the Sea of Marmora, is grand but 
within it is little less than disgusting. In Aleppo there stands a high 
artificial hill on the top of which are the ruins of a castle. The sides of 
the ascent are very steep and overlaid with flat, slick rocks, to make 
climbing difficult. It is probably three hundred feet high and requires 
about fifteen minutes to walk around it. It certainly reminds one of the 
days when kings took every precaution to protect their own lives. Around 
it runs a moat which was formerly filled with water. Nobody seems to 
know anything in particular about it. The streets here do not exceed 
ten feet in width and along these go mules, horses, camels, dogs and 
people. The market is all under roof and is truly an interesting place to 
visit. I have seen no large stores, not even large enough for the purchaser 
to step inside while buying. Each merchant occupies an arch in the wall, 
and sits on a mat at the entrance smoking his nargelie. He can reach 
most of his wares without getting up. They always ask just about twice 
the amount they expect to sell for. And if the buyer wears a hat instead 
of a cap they ask even more. I am quite an oddity here there being very 
few foreigners. I am said to be the only American. When I go along 
the street they look at me as we would at one of them in Utah. If I 
stop to buy, I am immediately surrounded by a curious crowd, most of 
whom try to take a part in the bargain. There are 200,000 people here 
and I am never lonesome in their narrow crooked streets, though some- 
times lost. When I first arrived I was the guest of a gentleman here, 
and was ushered into Turkish family life at once. No table, no chairs. 
All sit around a large tray, on the floor, each has a spoon and all eat 
from one or two pans containing boiled wheat or rice. I could not spread 
my limbs and sit comfortably as they do, so I was granted the use of a 
cushion, to do which of course it was necessary to ‘suspend the rules’ of 
the table. One is not expected to wear shoes in the house. You may 
know the number of people in a house by counting the pairs of boots and 
shoes at the door. But the head is not uncovered even in worship. Beds 
are spread down each day, or night I should say, and taken up each morn- 
ing. It is necessary to keep the floor clean for it is their table, chairs, 
bed and what not? There are no lady members of the church here, but 
a set of fine young men, poor but humble and earnest. Services are in 
Turkish. All are fair speakers. I administer the Sacrament each Sunday. 
We hold three meetings every week. A few days ago I baptized a young 
man and several are investigating. One is reading the ‘Ready References’ 
while I write. He is an Armenian. My health is excellent and I am 
thankful to the Lord for it. I very much enjoy bearing my testimony 
and also ‘arguing the point.’ Will go from here to Aintab, to see the 
Saints there. It is three days by horse.” 


NECESSITY OF INSPIRATION FOR SALVATION. 


In a letter recently received by the writer of this article from a young 
friend, who is earnestly investigating the Gospel, was contained the 
following language: 
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“You speak of Heb. v: 4; we can preach as the Apostles did only in 
one way and that by the light of the Scriptures, for we have not the Holy 
Spirit to guide us as did they. There is no visible sign of God, we can 
pray and have faith that our prayers will be answered; but we are not 
sure they will be, it may not be according to the will of God. In those 
days they prayed and knew they would be answered. The Holy Spirit 
was only given to the twelve Apostles to transfer it to another; since 
they are dead—lIsa. xxvi: 19—how is it possible that the Holy Spirit is 
among us at the present day! God has not openly spoken since the last 
of the twelve Apostles died; nor will he speak again until the Lamb of 
God comes as the Lion of the tribe of Judah. Then shall every knee bow 
to Him and every tongue confess; the knowlege of Him shall cover the 
earth as the waters cover the sea. At present darkness covers the earth 
and gross darkness the people. When God speaks again, the world will 
admit that they have been made to believe a lie and that they have in- 
herited lies.” 

These statements show the person to be possessed of a studious mind, 
and to be one that has given the Scriptures much thought; but the con- 
clusions, being drawn from incorrect premises, are faulty; and it is the 
purpose of the writer to make an endeavor to analyze these state- 
ments that perchance some person, who may peruse this article, may see 
the folly of trusting to the wisdom and teachings of men for salvation; 
and on the other hand, that he may realize in part the beauty and 
grandeur connected with God’s work when brought to us by inspiration. 

Unless we have the Spirit of the Lord to guide us, we are apt to come 
to the brink of the precipice of dubious and false conclusions; and we are 
liable to fall headlong into the chasm of sorrow, save this Spirit remove 
the mist from our eyes, revealing the abyss before us causing us to shudder, 
step back, and change our course into the path indicated by our Protector 
which leads to the highway of the Lord. 

Zophar, the Naamathite, said unto Job: “Canst thou by searching find 
out God? canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection?” And Paul, 
speaking in the same strain, said: “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him,” 1 Cor. ii: 9—14. Both have reference 
to the same principle, that man in his own wisdom, through his researches 
independent of God’s aid, can not fathom the works, designs, and creations 
of the Almighty. We understand the things of man, our fellow beings, by 
the intelligence derived from our own experience and associations; hence 
we can truthfully accord with Paul: “the things of God knoweth no man, 
but the Spirit of God.” Now if this friend had been possessed of this 
revealing Spirit, the statement of Paul, that “a man must be called of 
God, as was Aaron,” to be qualified to search out the hidden treasures of 
wisdom that will lead us to eternal salvation if faithfully adhered to, 
would have been understood. 

Paul in writing to Timothy instructed him as follows: “All scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness,” etc; and Peter with the 
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same end in view tells us that the only correct and safe way to interpret 
or understand these sacred writings, is to take heed unto “a more sure 
word of prophecy,” which “came not in old time by the will of man: but 
holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 
2 Peter i: 19—21. This scripture then teaches us that prophecy is uttered 
only by power of the Holy Ghost, which rests upon the prophet and in 
vision shows him things to come, often extending thousands of years into 
the future; and also teaches us that these writings, which are able to 
make us wise unto salvation, require the prophetic gift to unfold their 
meaning. | 

Isaiah was a wonderfully gifted prophet, and beheld many things con- 
cerning Christ and His kingdom which he left on record; such as, His 
birth and parentage, His mission and life’s end. He saw also a messenger 
preceding Messiah to “prepare the way of the Lord,” etc. John the 
Baptist came, preached repentance, and baptized; but it became necessary 
for Jesus to read Isaiah lxi: 1—3, in the presence of the Jewish worshipers 
in the synagogue at Nazareth, Luke iv: 18, and declare its fulfilment. 
Joel beheld wonderful events connected with primitive Christianity, Joel 
ii: 28, 29, and the work of the Lord in that time; and also events to 
transpire in the last days (verses 30, 31). It became necessary that Peter, 
with the eleven Apostles, Acts ii: 14—16, should stand up in the midst 
of the assembled multitude on Pentecost day and declare: “Be this known 
unto you, and hearken to my words: * * * this is that 
which was spoken by the prophet Joel,” after they had been endowed with 
power from on high and had amazed their hearers by beginning “to speak 
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” We learn, there- 
fore, that a prophet’s labor is two-fold in its nature: first, to show things 
to come; second, to unfold former prophecies. Often the prophet’s mes- 
sage is one of warning, especially if applicable to mankind at large; as 
evidenced in the labors of Noah, the visitations of heavenly beings to Lot 
in regard to Sodom and Gomorrah, etc. 

The Savior in fulfilment of Isaiah’s language already mentioned, began 
His ministry by taking up John’s cry, “Repent ye; for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand,” and caused great excitement and surprise among His 
tribal compatriots by “teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the 
Gospel of the kingdom,” John, said he indeed baptized with water unto 
repentance, but he that cometh after me is mightier than I * * 
he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire.” The Savior 
took the method of spreading the message of repentance and baptism of 
water and of the Holy Ghost, of calling unto him certain disciples, and 
after them seventy and then other seventy, and gave them instructions 
as to the class of people among whom they were to labor, the manner in 
which they were to proceed, and the treatment they should receive from 
the people. 

The result of these combined labors was such that Messiah was led to ex- 
claim: “This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoreth 
me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain do they 
worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men,” Matt. xv: 


